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PICTURE BOOKS 


Steiner, Charlotte Peggy Cloth Books 
CHOO-CHOO TO THE ZOO $1.60 


For the high chair crowd, the latest Peggy Cloth Book introduces some eight 
zoo animals in friendly manner and rhymed couplets. Giraffe, bear, lion and so forth 
are hail fellows well met as the children swing by in a small train like the one up 
in the Bronx Zoo here. There are solid four-color pictures by the author, and a toy 
foam rubber bear, complete with squeak, tied to the outside of the book. (3/10) 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Duvoisin, Roger Knopf 
TWO LONELY DUCKS Cloth; $2.00 


This is a nice counting book, but a bit of a disappointment from Roger Du- 
voisin from whom we expected more dash and wit than is found here. Simply defined, 
it is first two ducks, then ten eggs which take a month to hatch into ten ducklings. 
Each of the processes is counted out and added up- to the tune of Mr. Duvoisin's 
cagey blue and yellow pictures. Not a patch on ‘etunia, but it serves a different 
purpose. (3/14. LC: 55-7087) 


Garelick, May Young Scott Books 
WHAT'S INSIDE? Paper over board; $2.00 


Poultry seems to be holding its own with five books this issue. Fine photo- 
graphs here by Rena Jakobsen, and an elemental text by the author describe the hatching 
process in clear detail for youngest learners. First close-ups show a gosling coming 
out of its egg. Then going back to laying time, pictures and text show how the gos- 
ling's parents made their nest and the process of sitting on the eggs. Cloth spine. 
(3/1. IC: 55-5099) 


Schlein, Miriam Young Scott Books 
BIG TALK Cloth; $2.25 


* It's hard to describe Miriam Schlein's books without repeating them word for 
word, but here goes. A funny mother and child kangaroo pair play a question and answer 
duet in Australia that rises to a crescendo of braggadocio and then subsides in the 
security of mother love that brings this youngster's own admission that he may not be 
as tall as a tree or have a face as "funny as a Kookaburra and a koala bear dancing 
in the moonlight!". You see? Anyway, this is nice. So are blue and yellow pictures 


by Harvey Weiss. (3/1. LC: 55-6611) 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Jupo, Frank Abelard-Schuman 
THE WISHING SHOE Cloth; $2.50 


A jaunty tale of make believe by the author- artist of Nothing to Wear But 
Clothes (p. 632, 1953) and The Mailbox Takes a Holiday (p. 660, 1953) points out a 
moral as the Pims- father, Jeff and June- discover there's no place like home after 
their adventurings. Transported by the wishing shoe first to a medieval castle, then 
to the South Seas, and finally to a rich man's flossy estate, the Pims find the exotic 
qualities of each tempered by inconveniences. Pleasantly slapstick humor abounds as 
they attempt to deal with their surroundings and come happily home again. Zany pic- 
tures add to a good tale. (Publ. LC: 54-5241) 
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Farrar, Straus & Young- Ariel 
PEKIN WHITE Cloth; $2.50 


For those who read and enjoyed A&iggity Bantam (1954) here is another calm little 
story about a duck and his mate- on the same New Hampshire farm and illustrated with the © 
same touching pastel pictures by Tasha Tudor. Pekin and Matilda bother the Warner family 
mildly, by splashing into bird baths because they have no pond of their own. But after a 
stint in the wilds, they return to find a pond being built for them. A nice cream and 
sugar effect here, as the ducks waddle about. (3/21. LC: 55-6684) 


McCready, T. L., Jr. 


Childrens Press 
EASTER KITTEN Paper over board $1.50 


A companion book to Christmas Kitten (1953) tells a spring story in words, photo- 
graphs and colored decorations by Katherine Evans. Safe in his familiar world Little 
Kitten notices wonderful new changes, finds that Spring has come, complete with eggs and 
Easter bunnies. Sweet and nice as chocolate candy, but for our money it lacks spice and 
the pictures aren't nearly as funny as Paul Keye's in The Laughing Kitten (See p. 125 


(J-37)). Weak stitching. (Publ. ) 


Korkle, Janet 


Cardew, Margaret- trans. by John Day 
MERE MICHEL AND HER CAT $2.25 


* This translation of the French classic dating from the 18th century, recaptures 
much of its delightful horror and humor and we hope it will charm the modern audience. To 
recapitulate, there are Moumouth the remarkable cat who was rescued from his gutterside 
existence by kind Madame de la Grenouillere; Mere Michele her maid who took Moumouth to 
her bosom; and her evil rat-like butler Lustucru, who found reason to plot for the life of 
Moumouth. It is all touch-and-go as one outwits the other in a series of coups that end 
in Lustucru's downfall. The illustrations, droll and like Daumier's characterizations, 
are as they were in the original. A gem. (3/17. LC: 55-5936) @ 


Houghton, Mifflin 


Bontemps, Arna 
LONESOME BOY Cloth; $2.00 

* Mr. Bontemps has written books for children with varying degrees of success, 
and ranging all the way from a rather thin retelling of the legendary Negro Sam Patch 
(1951) to the excellent Story of the Negro (1948). Now he tells another simple ‘story 
that could happen to anyone. But as excitingly colored as it is with the atmosphere and 
music of the South, it has a mystic quality and meaning that makes us wonder whether more 
than a few children will appreciate it. Bubber, who lives with his grandfather in a small 
town up the river from New Orleans, is a very talented boy on the trumpet, but he has been 
warned against using it as a defense against loneliness. Bubber is convinced nevertheless 
of his desire to play, runs away to New Orleans where success and final disillusionment 
await him. At a rich man's ball, Bubber plays to the point of frenzy and wakes- to find 
himself alone and with the realization that he must find his comfort in people first and 
then only- musie. Swirling drawings by Feliks Topolski are distinctive. (3/1. LC: 55-9044) 


Greene, Craham Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
THE LITTLE STEAMROLLER Cloth; $2.00 


A companion book to the other stories Graham Greene has been writing for children 
(see The Little Red Fire Engine and The Little Horse Buy again makes the perversity of 
inanimate objects work in favor of the law. This time a steamroller, working away at his 
job at the London Airport is emphatically instrumental in capturing a gang of smugglers. 
Telling all very pleasant and pat- with colorful pictures by Dorothy Craigie. (Publ. @ 


LC: 55-7029) 
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Robinson, Mabel L. | Random House 
SKIPPER RILEY, THE TERRIER SEA DOG $2.00 


More about Riley The Back Seat Driver who took such good care of his master 
the doctor back in 1949 (on p. 360), takes the terrier and the physician on a jaunty 
summer vacation up north to Maine. Riley's repartee sparks the events as they happen- 
porcupines, bees, a boat, a lobster feast, a happy leavetaking with the promise of 
return. The going is funny here, but it lacks what we thought might be a Dr.Doolittle 
quality in its inconsequence and rather uninventive instances. Leonard Shortall's 
drawings. (4/8) 


EASY READING 


True Books Childrens Press 
Publ. Cloth, reinforced spine. Ea. $2.00 


Clark, Mary Lou- THE TRUE BOOK OF DINOSAURS- A brief look at Earth during 
the age when it was populated by dinosaurs gives some descriptions of the more famil- 
iar species then lumbering about the swamps. And material on pre- and post-dinosaur 
periods give examples of their evolution and of the fossils through which we have 
discovered their qualities. Full bodied pictures by Chauncey Maltman. 


Harmer, Mabel- THE TRUE BOOK OF THE CIRCUS- A simple text and some quite 
imaginative pictures by Loran Wilford follow a circus train through a season of typi- 
cal activity- as it leaves winter quarters,feeds its animals, trains, gives a per- 
formance, rests, and so forth. The pictures are the most striking part of the book, 
for their luminous hues and portrayal of the massive, they have an immediately 
arresting quality. ; | 


Leavitt, Jerome- THE TRUE BOOK OF TOOLS FOR BUILDING- Each of the more 
familiar work bench tools- measurers, saws, hammers, drills, a nail set, the differ- 
ent kinds of drills, planes, screwdrivers and so on- is aptly described here as to 
use and function. And the boys shown illustrating them are at work on a dreamy little 
Clubhouse. Pictures im agua and brown by Bill Armstrong. 


Miner, Irene Sevrey- THE TRUE BOOK OF OUR POST OFFICE- To add to the ple- 
thora of little books on the subject here is another that tells the same story in the 
same way. Mail comes in, is sorted, goes out, is resorted, and delivered. It's all 
there, just as well as anywhere else. Cheery :olored pictures by the author and 
Mary Salem. 


Podendorf, Illa- THE TRUE BOOK OF ANIMAL BABIES- Classed by the type of care 
they receive- either from grown-ups or themselves, and by the changes they go through 
as they grow, the babies are both cute and informative. The best combination of this 
hit us in the opossum picture of mother with her tough tail held over her back, and 
babies clinging to mother's tail with their own. Pictures by Pauline Adams are not 
as good as Garth Williams’. 


Podendorf, Illa- THE TRUE BOOK OF WEEDS AND WILD FLOWERS- Weeds are defined 
as locationally bothersome, and classified as to where they grow and the amount of harm 
they do. Wild flowers are classified according to season. The information, aptly con- 
veyed, is supplemented by Mary Gehr's pictures which will be a great help in identi- 
fying the plants. 


CLASSICS, REPRINTS AND INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 


Golden Play Books Simon & Schuster 
Publ. Paper; each 50¢ 


Cooke, David- THE GOLDEN PLAY BOOK OF TRANSPORTATION STAMPS- Roughly chrono- 
logical texts and colored stamps to paste into appropriate squares (all the following 
books have these stamps and are similar in format to the ones reported on p.287 of 
1954) outline the history of transportation from foot travel to the atomic submarine. 
Inventions like wheels, pack animals etc. have their important contributory places too. 
Drawings by William Sayles. 
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Koehler, Irmengarde Eberle & Arnold W.- THE GOLDEN STAMP BOOK OF NAPOLEON- The 

course of events in Napoleon's life is made colorful and palatable here. Stamps bear the 
orthodox scenes of victory, defeat etc., but the text fairly presents the paradoxes of his ® 
career. Pictures are by Sigmund Forst. 


Lindquist, Willis- THE GOLDEN PLAY BOOK OF PIRATE STAMPS- Words and pictures tell 
of pirates and piracy from the days of Julius Caesar on down past the buccaneers. Many 
personages too infamous to mention, are sketched in, along with customs and their origins. 
Stamps and text drawings- which by the way can also be colored in all of these books- 


are by Edwin Schmidt. 


Lownsbery, Eloise- THE GOLDEN STAMP BOOK OF MARCO POLO- Similar in pattern to 
the Napoleon book, this is a rather complete little introduction to Marco Polo's life and 
contribution to world history. The stamps by William J. Dugan have been done in Persian 
style seen in old oriental portfolios, which makes them pleasingly different. 


Shapiro, Irwin- THE GOLDEN PLAY BOOK OF COWBOY STAMPS- Like the Pirate book, this 
describes the famous cowmen and their customs from the days of boots and saddle on up to 
modern airplane patrolling. For enthusiasts-this roundup of riding, roping, lingo and 


what-all. Hans Helweg's pictures. 


Wyler, Rose & Ames, Gerald- ANIMALS OF THE PAST STAMPS- A chronological survey 
of prehistorical animals by two authorities in the juvenile field gives a good introduc- 
tion to the early: life we have been able to reconstruct through fossils and skeletons. 
Page by page, the sketches show development from the earliest sea creatures to the still 
living musk ox. Stamps are by Matthew Kalmenoff and page drawings by Robert Gartland. 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION e 


Bothwell, Jean & Sowers, Phyllis Abelard-Schuman 
RANCH OF A THOUSAND HORNS $2.50 


Another young historical novel by the authors of Golden Letter to Siamtells a 
story of Alta California when it was Mexican and shows the same qualities of good research 
and steady narration as the former. The del Mars own the Ranch of a Thousand Horns and 
this particular episode in their lives is seen through the doings of young Felipe, 13, 
and his sister Clara. As the story opens the children are to have a tutor, their cousin 
Inez who comes from Mexico to live with them. There is the land question too as new laws 
are being made by the Mexican government, and the situation is brought forcibly home to the 
del Mars who have lost the grant parchment that entitles them to their ranch. Subsequent 
events develop a good picture of the territory and the times, of the United States as well 
through young Bill Haven who comes to settle nearby, and there is a satisfying completeness 
when the grant is found and Felipe is given his first small herd. Drawings by Margaret 


Ayer. (3/11. LC: 55-5375) 


West, Jerry Garden City 
THE HAPPY HOLLISTERS AT CIRCUS ISLAND ea. 95¢ 
THE HAPPY HOLLISTERS AND THE SECRET FORT | 


Two more stories about the Hollisters (see reports on p. 385, 1953 for former 
books in this modern day Rover Boys series) takes the flagrantly happy family, first, to 
Florida where Mr. Hollister must buy a houseboat for a client of his. But they don't 
leave before a mystery starts to brew. A poodle is stolen from a local dog show and when 
the kids fly south to Circus Island where the boat is to be bought from a clown, they also 
find the thieves who stole the dog for circus purposes. In the second adventure they stay 
put.at home but uncover excitement in tempo with a road construction company's unearthing 
of an old Revolutionary War fort. The inevitable crook enters the picture in the form of 
a strange man in town who is after the gold buried there. The Hollisters catch him too. 

A plethora of exuberance and improbability- palls pronto. Helen Hamilton's drawings. 


(4/4). 
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Gipson, Fred ’ Harper | 
THE TRAIL-DRIVING ROOSTER $2.25 







































Told in the vernacular by an old hand at Western fact and fiction (see Cowhand 
1953 p. 374, Recollection Creek- 1954, p. 757 and others) this is the pleasant chroni- 
cle of Dick the rooster, who happened to be on a drive with Guy Stephens and his boys- 
from Texas to Dodge City in 1881. Too young to eat and in the care of Sam the Negro 
cook, Dick becomes everyone's pal,the butt of jokes etc. Many funny incidents are 
contingent on Dick's doings and in Dodge City he plays his part in winning a case of 
race prejudice against Sam. Wild and feathery. Pictures by Marc Simont. "Read-aloud" 


too. (3/80. LC: 55-6345) 
3 fil 


Gag, Flavia Henry Holt 
FOURTH FLOOR MENAGERIE $2.50 


Report repeated from p. 484, 1954 when this book was scheduled for earlier 
publication, reads as follows..."Big city, small apartment life, menagerie and music- 
wise, is centered around the pleasant exploits of ten year old Barbara Jean, her canary, 
her hamsters, her oboe and her saxophone. Quite a combination. Through summer and 
early fall, episodes include raising the hamster family, days at the lake where Barbara 
and her cousin Hoagy go in for insects too, a music prize at school and a near but not 
too disappointing miss in a pet contest. Family fun by an author who knows how to 
handle it and illustrated with her own familiar drawings. Popularity guaranteed. (5/2) 


Klyce, Laura Kent McKay 
THE TREE HOUSE WATCH $2.50 


* A very realistically written little story outlines adventures in Arizona 
mining country in which the Thorpe children and the Price children are instrumental 
in a capture of thieves that clears Mr. Price's name from suspicion. Newcomers to the 
district, the Prices are a queer bunch, not only because of their wish to hide the 
criminal charge. Mrs. Price is a timid, distrusting soul, sure that life in the 
rugged mining district among "strange" Westerners like the Thorpes, will be detrimental. 
But the Thorpes' insistent friendliness and Mr. Price's own honesty work together for 
mutual benefit so that by the time the crooks (who search out Price in hopes of pinning 
further charges on him) are caught, the Prices have decided they like it well enough 
to stay. In style and character portrayal, a refreshing departure from the general run. 
12 and 13's too. (2/25. LC: 55-7068) 


Renick, Marion Scribner 
TODD'S SNOW PATROL $2.00 


An Alabama boy's adventures when he moves north with his family expands the 
kind of incident that is terribly important in a nine-year-old world. Naturally agog 
about the prospects of his first snowy winter Todd gets skis and starts dry practice. 
His friends in school urge him to try for the Snow Patrol and a part in the carnival, 
but whether he will be picked and really qualify remains a question till the end when 
Todd makes a rescue in the snow and through his own skill saves the carnival from a 
mishap. Two tones by Pru Herric are a cheerful addition to the text. Easy reading too. 


(2/23) 
Widney, Stanley A. Wilcox & Follett 
ELEVATOR TO THE MOON $2.50; buckram $2.80 


A fey bit of science fiction takes a trip to the moon and gives a frustrated 
elevator operator the thrill of his life. Willie Ploop, who has always wanted to do 
something more exciting, is approached one day by the building owner Mr. Winniger, who 
has had a new elevator constructed for his grandson. It turns out to be a space ship 
(or at least the space ship is what they think is the elevator) and when it takes off 
with them fact and fancy combine with other worldly connotations to weave a story with 
a funny fascination. For those who liked Walter Brooks' Freddy and the Men.From Mars this is 
in the same vein and just as complicated. Earle Goodenow's pictures have a languid humor. 


(5/2. LC: 55-7492) 
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Bullough, William & Helena Crowell 
$2.50 


INTRODUCING ANIMALS WITH BACKBONES 


A simple history of the development of the vertebrates begins with sea life and 
the first fish whose gristly cartilege replaced the backbone of today. Proceeding then 
to bony fish, walking fish, amphibians, the age of reptiles, birds and finally hairy land 
animals, the text traces development in this straight evolutionary line, giving examples 
of extant animals that are modern remnants of earlier species. If the order of progres- 
sion seems arbitrary at times, it nevertheless serwes to clarify the confusion and create 
a semblance of the evolutionary progress animals have shown.- Illustrated with many care- 
ful black and white drawings by William Bullough. (Publ. LC: 55-10964) 


Morrow 
$2.00 


Darling, Louis | 
CHICKENS AND HOW TO RAISE THEM 


* To those who know and like Louis Darling's work there is something quite muted 
and dignified about his beautifully photographic drawings. They portray, even through 
chickens, the scale of animal attributes that rouses affection by chance poses and expres- 
sions that have a remarkable combination of sympathy and exactness. Here, his solemn text 
is a perfect companion to the pictures. It tells how to make a chicken house and yard, 
how and at what stage to buy and care for different kinds. of chickens, the physiology of 
the laying process. And at the end it quite sublimely places chickens in the scale of 
intelligence that culminates in human understanding. A fine introduction. (4/13. 


IC: 55-6068) 
First Book Franklin Watts 
: $1.95 


4/2 

Stoddard, Edward- THE FIRST BOOK OF TELEVISION- Basic principles of the mechan- 
ical aspects of television introduce the medium to the growing number of youngsters who 
want to know how it works. There are clear statements about the history of its develop- 
ment, the roles played by its various parts from scanning beam to image orthicon camera to 
the hook up for coast to coast broadcasting, and-ii one follows carefully, the how's are 
all pretty well answered. Snappily illustrated by Lazlo Roth, the book also includes 
studio programming. Compare this with Jeanne & Robert Bendick's Television Works Like This 


(Whittlesey House- 1949) 
TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Ariel- Farrar, Straus & Young 


Brucker, Margaretta 
THE ONE AND ONLY $2.75 


----turns out to be a mild lesson in human understanding and the tragedy of over- 
possessiveness, much the same as in Margaretta Brucker's other novels but a bit more 
seriously and sensibly toned. Lynn Fairchild is a well adjusted girl in high school but 
her circle is in an uproar when her brother George's fiancee, Fran, marries another man 
too soon after George has been killed in Korea. This exposes the fact that George had 
married another girl secretly, just before he left. To shield Mrs. Fairchild, who had 
loved Fran, from this latest blow, Lynn's father takes her on a vacation, leaving Lynn at 
home with Aunt Helen and the prospect of finding George's young widow Millie and her child. 
Bucking gossip, Lynn brings Millie successfully into the family fold, falls in love with 
her brother Michael, and the full effect of Mrs. Fairchild's hold over George is realized 
and lived down by all. Gossip mongering. (2/21. LC: 55-6004 ) 


Macrae-Smith 
HYLAND OF THE HAWKS $2.50 


A yearling ball player makes good as a catcher with the Hawks and helps put a 
crooked pitcher on the straight and narrow. Trouble brews at the start of the training 
season in Florida as Rex Elliot, the promising pitcher, covers his craft by rushing the 
team manager's daughter and causing Hyland's temporary departure from the club. Hyland's 
return reverses though, and Rex is caught at his game of ignoring signals. High fly. (5/2) 


Emery, R. G. 
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Headley, Elizabeth Macrae Smith 
DIANE'S NEW LOVE $2.50 


A story that treats of adolescent problems in as refreshingly light a vein 
as they should be taken outlines Diane Graham's sixteenth year in which she goes from 
deep depression over the death of her dog to the delight of having two boys interested 
in her at once. In the interim there are the frills and flounces and the more serious 
endeavours, as Diane dates first Jim then Toby, trains a new collie pup, starts a baby 
sitters' organization, stands up to a rival and so on. For Elizabeth Headley's audi- 
ence (see Take a Call, Topsy; Catchpenny Street etc.)- competent and full of spirit. 
(5/2. LC: 55-6446) 


Wallace, May Nickerson 7 McKay 
HUNTER'S HILL $2.75 


* Peter's adventures on a paper route, which he undertakes to earn his fare to 
a Boy Scout Jamboree in California, have a frank, robust realism that makes the mystery 
he solves natural rather than extraordinary and adds a creditable story to this author's 
record (see A Race For Bill-1951, p. 323 and Challenge to Babs-1952, p. 505). Pete 
is a boy with a bent for other people and their problems, but he is reluctant to take 
on the "difficult" Hunter's Hill route because of the trouble he'll have getting sub- 
scribers to pay up. When he does, the discovery that he's partly right and partly 
wrong about the eccentrics who seem to have clustered there proves fertile ground for 
complications and involvements. There is the blind Latour whose resentment Pete helps 
cure by getting him reinterested in sculpturing. There are the Parkers for whom his 
friend Jerry's mother works as housekeeper, and Pete finds the cause of their queerness 
is an overbearing father. And there are the Marrs. When Mrs. Marrs' jewels disappear 
Pete's action in their recovery earns him a reward- not in money but another opportunity 
to go on and really work to secure the Jamboree trip with Jerry. Interesting drawings 
by William D. Hayes. (3/11. LC: 55-7070) 


Wellman, Manly Wade Ives Washburn 
FLAG ON THE LEVEE $2.75 


A story of New Orleans just prior to the war of 1812 outlines the division of 
loyalties created by the Louisiana Purchase and exhibits a particular case through the 
adventures of two boys whose dealings with Lafitte prevent a disaster. When young Ben 
Parker arrives to work with his uncle, he gets into a fight almost immediately with 
Casimir his uncle's partner's son. But because their animosity flared through name 
calling alone, the two boys are able to bury prejudice in friendship which deepens as 
they work together and become aware of the political elements- especially Claiborne's 
unpopularity with the French- and of Spanish attempts to start trouble. Inevitably 
the boys meet Lafitte, realize his patriotism and with him prevent a raid on the part 
of the Spanish that might otherwise have prevented French-American unity in the coming 
war. A ready market for this. Pictures by William Ferguson. (4/7) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Fincher, E. B. : Abelard-Schuman 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES $3.50 


* Dr. Fincher is a teacher and writer whose other books have included govern- 
mental studies (see Democracy at Work: Puerto Rico: Unsolved Problem etc.) and he 
brings to this study of our presidential office a fine store of knowledge and a lively 
way of expressing it. Discussing the presidency, aspect by aspect, his chapters are 
on these topics:- who may be president, candidate selection, elections, the office, 
powers, aids and advisers, and an historical review of the different kinds of presi- 
dents we have had. Within each section there is both an historical and contemporary 
approach to definition as typical cases are cited from our past, and the breadth of the 
whole study is exemplary in its reference to the many social conventions that, as well 
as written laws, govern the conduct and selection of our president. Frank, interesting 
and a boon to social studies classes. (5/6. LC: 55-5090) 
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Ansley, Delight Crowell 
THE SWORD AND THE SPIRIT $3.00 


An extensive biography of John Brown examines the many motives that culminated r ) 
in the Harper's Ferry raid and maintains the high standards the author set in The Good 
Ways (1950, P. 357), which was an inspiring study of comparative religions. A full length 
study, the book begins with Brown's childhood and the parental influences that turned him 
into the dedicated yet stern and impractical man he was. Brown was a boy of the woods 
and one way or another remained a pioneer all his life. That he planned and lived with 
the idea of the raid years before its execution comes forth as the outstanding fact of the 
book and one reads with fascination as Brown's convictions grow-and leap the bounds of 
wisdom- to the point where they eventually inspired a nation. In the light of the often 
harsh events that led up to the raid its aftermath and trial take on added significance 
and irony too, so that one is left wondering about right and wrong and their eventual 
A healthy stimulus for young readers. Robert Hallock's drawings. 
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meaning for mankind. 


(5/2 Le: 55-7355) 
Crowell 


McConnell, Jane T. 
FAMOUS BALLET DANCERS $2.75 


More intensive than Dancers of the Ballet by Atkinson & Hillman (see report on 
P. 127 (J-39)),this covers only fifteen dancers and goes deeper into their lives and the 
meanings of their careers. From Marie Taglioni who danced in the 19th century, on down 
to the present, the list includes Karsavina, Nijinsky, Pavlova, Tallchief, Eglevsky and 
so forth. The interrelatedness of ballet and other fields is shown too, for example, in 
the work of Katherine Dunham and Agnes de Mille. A good roundup of the varied aspects 
of ballet and its personalitieis, makes a good supplement to the other book for the 
increasing number of young balletomanes. Illustrated with photographs. (5/2. LC: 55-5978) 


Armstrong, David W. Dutton 
QUESTIONS BOYS ASK $2.50 e 


As a question and answer book of the kind teen agers crave, this is guaranteed 
for popularity by way of its straightforward comments on important topics- popularity, sex, 
personality improvements, grooming, educatim ,how to get along with parents, right and 
wrong, etc. Mr. Armstrong is the national director of Boys' Clubs of America and his talk 
is the man-to-man kind young people like to hear. But despite the good advice, with most 
of which we cannot quibble, the mold into which the sum of the discussion would tend to 
fit our boys remains slightly disappointing. The answers are braided with generalizations 
that will tend to stultify thinking. Where the virtues of temperance, interest in other 
people, hard study, fair play and even individuality are stressed- so is the familiar 
American pattern of business success and, we think, the essential self interest that leaves 
little room for true originality and an acceptance of man other than that based on a rather 


parroted kind of tolerance. (5/2. LC: 55-5355) 


Dutton 
YOUR CAREER IN PHYSICS $2.75 


Substantial directives for young people whose scientific interests may be gear- 
ing them for jobs as physicists surveys this field of endeavor from the qualifications 
necessary for it to specific branches of study. Introductory matter gives a bird's eye 
view of the history of physics and the chapter on requirements is encouraging rather than 
discouraging; the desire to study is as important if not more so, than brilliance. The 
particular fields include electronics, atomic energy, optometry and optical engineering, 
aeronautical research, power production, meteorology, geophysics and astrophysics. Enough 
information on each is given to indicate where pure and applied work may be done and to 
characterize it so that wise choices can be made. (3/31. LC: 55-5361) 


Real Books De Luxe Ed.-Garden City 
s/2 Jeane $1.50 


* Sherman, Jane- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT SNAKES- Delightful reading for the folk who 
find a fascination in those long slithering bodies, covers snakedom from birth statistics 


Pallaile, Philip 
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to odd tales about capturing pythons for zoos, in well ordered chapters that exhibit 
a quiet humor too. Almost all of the first half of the book is taken up with general 

@ information:- numbers of species there are in the world, origin, physiology, eating 
and reproduction, how snakes sense their surroundings, and groundless superstitions 
about ‘snakes. The next two sections on helpful and poisonous North American snakes 
familiarize us with specific kinds and tell, among other things, what to do for snake 
bites. Last chapters regale with information on world snakes from anacondas to bush- 
masters and those tricky pythons which must be pushed coil by coil, into strong boxes 
for zoo captivity. Your money's worth in facts and entertainment by a clever author 
of non-fiction, (see her other Real Books about dogs and bugs.) Pictures by Harper 
Johnson and Russell Payne. 

















Berton, Pierre Knopf 
STAMPEDE FOR GOLD $3.00 


* A fine introductory social history of the Klondike Gold Rush colorfully 
outlines the course of events as Alaska became the scene of wild activity and the 
men who went there "the richest poor men in the world". That Mr. Berton knows his 
territory seems evident from the start. We get a distinct feel of climate and terrain 
as the narrative moves up and down the Klondike and the Yukon, over the horrors of the 
Skagway trail and Chilkoot Pass, bringing its gold-happy personnages to the wilder- 
ness- to found such boom towns as Dawson and Skagway, Eldorado and Ponanza, and to 
find the gold “like cheese in a sandwich between flaky slabs of rock." The pros- 
pectors too from old Siwash George and Robert Henderson, who were the first, on down 
to the least of the stragglers, are characterized with the same rugged urgency that 
made their times tumultuous. Though the Klondike Rush has far from gone unnoticed, 
this is a worthy tie-up of a mad era. Maps and drawings by Duncan Macpherson. (4/11. 


LC: 55-6099) 


















Pak Jong Yong & Carroll, Jock Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
KOREAN BOY $2.50 








A diary of despair and hope gives the picture of Jong Yong's life during the 
last half of 1950 and the result though somewhat sentimentalized, has its value as a 
first hand account of a little known country and a people who will be part of tne new 
Asia. Jong Yong, about 17 at the time of his story, lived in Chong-ju on the Musim 
river where his father was active in political affairs that were allied with the South 
Korean government. When war came, his family fled south. His mother and the younger 
children stayed in a nearby hill town but Jong Yong and his father went as far south 
as Pusan. Their lives were a series of trials and opportunities to be clutched at, 
like straws in the wind. Most of the book describes their hectic journeyings but Jong 
Yong reflects back both to a time of peace when their lives were pleasant, and to 

a high school incident when his part in a communist strike opened his eyes to the evils 
as well as the impracticalities of the system. A pity that the book seems “manufactured”, 
for it fills the lack of a more realistic account. (3/?. LC: 55-7030) 













Holden, Raymond P. Random House 
FAMOUS SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATIONS $2.75 


Using many personal accounts as his source material Mr. Holden's selection 

of five recent scientific explorations has been retold with skill in condensation and 
the ability to present the highlights in smooth exciting prose. The expeditions inclu- 
ded are the descent of the Beebe-Barton Bathysphere, the climbing of Mount McKinley, 
the discovery of Tut-Ankh-Amen's tomb, the Burden expedition that found valuable 
lizards on Komodo Island and the Canadian Arctic expedition of 1915-18. Ranging the 

' globe as it does, the collection creates a good sense of our widely varying geology as 
well as the historical and scientific backgrounds that gave significance to the 
explorers and their efforts. Good reading. Pictures by Lee J. Ames. (4/15. 10:55-5831) 


Pratt, Fletcher | Random House 
FAMOUS INVENTORS AND THEIR INVENTIONS $2.75 


The subject is well handled here in that Mr. Pratt establishes the inter- 
relations between the men and their creations, their times and how the inventions were 













178 (J-60) Twelve to Sixteen- Non-fiction- continued March 1, 1955 


handled- the intangibles that are often more noteworthy than the products. Going back to 
the middle ages he states first that explosives, printing and the telescope were respon- 
sible for most of the changes the world has undergone since. The follow-through on 
dynamite exemplifies Mr. Pratt's method. In the West Roger Bacon was the first man known 
to observe its action, but he did little more than that and it remained for centuries and 
the work of Sobrero and Schwartz to pass, before Nobel put it to widespread use. Further 
chapters deal with transportation, gin and reaper, electricity, inventions for the home, 
building, weapons, and some of the more modern wonders. A healthy internationalism here. 


Rus Anderson's drawings. (4/15). 


World Landmark Book | ' Random House 
3/17 $1.50 


Reynolds, Quentin- THE LIFE OF SAINT PATRICK- With devotion and research that 
took him to many of the scenes of Saint Patrick's life, Reynolds recounts his life making 
him the figure the people of Ireland believe him to be. Retracing the familiar details of 
St. Patrick's life, there is a dignity as the narrative takes on a quietly religious quality. 
As Patrick grows to manhood in Roman Britain, as he is captured by the fierce Nial in a 
raid, as he first comes into contact with the Irish Druids- there is a combination of fact 
and legend in the story that creates an inner conviction. When Patrick receives the call 
to return to Ireland after his study in a French monastery, there is his triumph over 
Druidical thinking that make him the blessed of the Irish people. Of definite value to 
Catholic readers. Illustrations by Douglas Gorsline. (LC: 55-5826) 


Hyde, Margaret O. Whittlesey House-McGraw-Hill 
ATOMS TODAY AND TOMORROW $2.50 


A well rounded descriptive survey by the author of similar books (see Flight 
Today and Tomorrow and Driving Today and Tomorrow) presents the rapidly mushrooming fields @ 
of work that have atomic activity as their basis. First chapters show how uranium is pros- 
pected for and mined from a typical ore deposit, and the rudiments of atomic structure and 
the energy released when it is smashed. Further illustrations of how this power is produced 
and the consequential happenings, include an atomic pile and its reaction, a cross section 
of the Hanford Project on the Columbia River, the dangers of and protection against radio- 
activity. Atomic usage in the medical world, in farming, electricity and travel, complete 
a readable, informative book. Illustrations by Clifford N. Geary. (3/20. LC: 55-6858) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Macmillan 


Cookson, Catherine 
A GRAND MAN $2.75 


Housed in the poverty of a Tyneside tenement, Mary Ann Shaughnessy's family is 
slowly being beaten down by her beloved "da's" drinking, but the girl's high hearted trust 
andher talks with the church lead to the solution for the "sickness"- a cottage and work 
on the farm. From her brother's attempted suicide to her grandmother's venom, eight year 
old Mary runs the gamut of emotions too- before the end of her well fought battle. A 
vigorous yet kindly story. (Full report on p. 140. 4/5). 


Hill Pamela Putnam 
THE CROWN AND THE SHADOW $3.50 


A good fictionizing of the life of Madame de Maintenon concentrates on the girl- 
into-woman in all the strange turns of her fortune. A spirited following of the familiar @ 
events- marriage to Scarron, the growing importance of court and its intrigues, the 

eventual establishment of a girls' convent- leads to a sincerely offered view of a famous 

life. It is not averse to moral values and aware of human, if royal, weaknesses. (Full 


report on p. 144. 4/25. Le: 55-5667) 
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Ansley, Delight- THE SWORD AND THE SPIRIT Crowell 
Berton, Pierre- STAMPEDE FOR GOLD Knopf 
Fincher, E. B.- THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES Abelard-Schuman 
Pallaile, Philip- YOUR CAREER IN PHYSICS Dutton 
Sherman, Jane- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT SNAKES Garden City 
Gaster, Theodor Abelard-Schuman 

NEW YEAR: Jts History, Customs and Superstitions $2.50 


A companionable collection of New Year facts and fancies is given a topical 
treatment with interpretive asides. The parent festival of New Year with its signifi- 
cance in terms of life and death and its celebration in terms of wassail and giits nas 
many meanings and symbols. There are special chapters on the oldest known New Year 
and the religious development of Rosh Hashanah. (Full report on p.15l. 4/7. LC 255-5069) 


Reben, Martha Crowell 
THE WAY OF THE WILDERNESS $3.50 


The author of The Healing Woods(1952) tells more about her life in the Adiron- 
dacks, which she learned to love so much while regaining her health that she refused to 
leave. The house to be repaired, the animals, the continued self-education all take on 
an "I must tell you about this” quality- and though there is tragedy in romance, Martha 
returned to draw on her inner resources. (Full report on p. 150. 4/4) 


Chenery, William Harcourt, Brace 
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS $3.75 


Though there is no organized attempt to analyze the theory, developments or 
conflicts which form the concept, the conclusion that unrestricted freedom is insepar- 
® able from the American spirit makes this a happy affirmation of our idealism- and with 
the examples it gives, it may prove its worth as a springboard for class discussions. 
Historically, it includes many famous cases from Roger Williams' day on and if some 
are the more notorious that have marked history, they seem worth remembering in a day 
when book burning is still dangerously imminent. (Full report on p.157. 4/21. LC 355-7421) 


Kichelberger, Clark M. Harper 
UN: THE FIRST TEN YEARS $1.75 


This lucid commentary on the UN deserves wide reading. In viewing the major 
events since 1945 Mr. Eichelberger charts the accomplishments in a clear recapitulation. 
And in considering the possibilities for Charter Review, he ends with a plan to work 
within the UN, evolve its operations and hold them above regional arrangements. Fine. 
(Full report on p. 158. 4/27. LC: 54-12175) 


Kearns, William H., Jr. & Harper 
Britton, Beverley THE SILENT CONTINENT $3.75 









The stories of the many men and nations who sought to discover and cover the 
reaches of the Antarctic are here in a book that bespeaks the dedication of the scien- 
tist and the courage of the explorer. Nat Palmer, Cook, Amundsen, Scott, Byrd- all are 
here in an account that reads vigorously and well. (Full report on p.159.4/27.10:55-6567 ) 


Woodress, James Lippincott 
BOOTH TARKINGTON $5.00 









A whole hearted study of the beloved writer pictures him first as a boy, and 
contrasts the attitudes of his midwestern town with his own apprenticeship in writing. 
Tracing the origins of his material leads into the events of later life as well, the 
first and second marriages and final happiness in hard work and success. An ingratia- 
ting a today to "The Gentleman from Indiana". (Full report on p. 155. 4/20. 
IC: 55-6307 
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Little, Brown 
THE GREAT RECONNAISSANCE — $5.00 
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Wallace, Edward S. 


A record of the explorations and surveying of the vast area the U. S. acquired 
in 1848 on the settlement of the Mexican War begins with the John Bartlett commission, and 
with its sprawling wealth of material covers all from wild Mexican fiestas to the chicanery 


In capturing too, the significance of our growth, it is first rate Ameri- 
(Full report on p. 157. 4/21. LC: 55-6537) 


Williams, Beryl & Epstein, Samuel Messner 
THE ROCKET PIONEERS $3.75 


From Congreve to Peenemunde, this competent survey tells of the men and organ- 
izations which paved the way towards coming space flight. Jules Verne, the Russian 
Ziolkowsky, Robert Hutchings,Goddard of the U.S., the German society VfR and the American 
Rocket Society- these round out the roster, information on which seems to have an ever 


increasing appeal. (Full report on p. 112. 3/21. LC: 55-6921) 


in Washington. 
cana that should rouse any random interest. 


Cook, Beatrice Morrow 
$3.50 


TRUTH IS STRANGER THAN FISHIN’ 

A come-hither for the rod and reel boys is this re-creation of the evolution of 
tackle, bits of gear and piscatorial philosophy. From Egypt in 3000 B.C. to Isaac Walton, 
episodes are re-created to line up the evolution of sport fishing tackle- while the author 
interpolates her own version of what might have occurred. The legacy of the moderns here 
in alluring prose positives. (Full report on p. 119. 4/6. Lc: 55-6885) 


Prentice-Hall 


Early, Eleanor 
WASHINGTON HOLIDAY $3.95 


A friendly introduction to this city fills in the background to history with 
personal memorabilia and occasional trivia. All the famous spots, the museums, etc. are 
part of a guided tour which provides a warm welcome, that is styled especially for a 


feminine audience. (Full report on p. 57. 2/21) 


Indiana Univ. Press 


Ludovici, L. J. 
FLEMING: Discoverer of Penicillin $3.75 


An interestingly detailed and smoothly written life story first traces Fleming's 
childhood, early education and the decision to follow medical research. Though material 
is thin on Fleming's failure to purify the drug for use, there is the sense of the self- 
less scientist at a dedicated task. For all those interested in medicine and particular- 
ly handy as readable material for pre-meds.(Full report on p. 107. 2/17) 


PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Lincoln, Martha & Torrey, Katharine Houghton, Mifflin 
THE WORKSHOP BOOK FOR PARENTS AND CHILDREN $5.00 


A good book on making things and where to do it takes into account the interests 
of both the children and the elders who must work with them and provides extensive instruc- 
tions for a wide variety of workshop activities. Chapters on workshop location and con- 
struction are full of helpful, practical advice on the building of your own materials and 
when the tools are ready further material on painting, modelling, simple woodwork, toys, 
block printing, paper cutting and so on covers work with children from five to ten years of 
age. Illustrated with explicit diagrams and photographs. (3/7. LC: 54-6820) 





